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WELCOME
Welcome to the first issue of the second year of the

Bowles Hall Alumni Newsletter. It is being published
under the sponsorship of the Bowles Hall Alumni
Association to keep
present and past
Bowlesmen
informed on issues
of interest to the
Hall and continue
the fellowship we
enjoyed during our
years at the Hall.

Our letter is
published four
times a year by
email and US Mail
to those without
email service. Most
importantly, we
depend on material
you send in to keep
this letter
interesting.

President’s
Report

Summer is over, and students and football have
returned to Berkeley. UCB now hosts 34,000 students—
14,000 undergraduates, 10,000 graduate students and
1,500 faculty members. A great state university of this
scale offers many special opportunities for those with
the maturity, resources and tenacity to
seek them out. We seek to provide the
intimacy and support of a small group
residential society, where intellectual
and social maturity can occur, guided
by upper classmen, graduate students
and faculty—over the full season of
one’s university life. Our model is the
“Residential College” model
(www.collegiateway.org), which is
currently operationally successful in
398 sites in 71 universities in 14
countries. It was the original model
for the Bowles Hall Experience, and
has become very popular and

successful, especially since the 1970s. Fortunately, we
have the collective experience of this success, added to
our own individual experiences, to guide us.

By now you probably have heard the Regents and the
Haas School of Business have decided not to pursue

Bowless Hall as
the sight for the
business executive
program. The gives
us a great boost
toward the
Restoration of the
Bowles Hall
Experience in a
Restored Bowles
Hall.

We are
currently engaged,
with the UCB
executive
leadership, in
discussions
regarding the
implementation of
this experience at
Bowles Hall.
Because these are
on going, sensitive
discussions, it is

premature to report on our progress or forecast
conclusions. However, we can report that these
discussions are thoughtful, constructive and respectful.
We are encountering support and resistance. Certainly,
the financial aspects of restoration of the Bowles Hall

building heavily impact process. It
appears that this will be a complex and
extended process. Hence, it is
inappropriate to report to you at this
time. However, I will be pleased to
discuss this with any of you personally,
at any time, and we welcome your
counsel. You can reach me at 916-851-
0250 or r.sayles@comcast.net. I will
report the then-status of these
discussions at our Big Game Dinner on
Nov. 30, at the Sheraton Hotel in Palo
Alto.

UCB has a very aggressive
expansion plan in motion—new
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Spring Luau Has Been A Fixture Of Bowles Hall Since 1951.
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The Luau Lives On In 2007. We See The Beach Setting at the Bottom,
Swimming Pool And Feast, All On The Hall Front Lawn.

research programs, new buildings, renovation of
Memorial Stadium, etc., resulting in many changes in
the priorities, infrastructure and landscape of the
campus. This is impacting every aspect of its
relationships within its family and with its neighbors.
This is a complex, dynamic and sometimes adversarial
environment, as each of the many stakeholders advances
its interests. We are narrowly focused on the future
experiences of the Bowles Hall residents, but we deal
with this issue as part of broader palette of complexities.
So, we ask for your patience and your support.

On a different note, John Edginton, Larry Peirano,
Lionel Engelman and I express our appreciation for your
confidence in reelecting us for a second two-year term
as members of your Board of Directors. Your Board
consists of talented and participative members from
every decade from the 1950s to the present. However,
the test of our effectiveness is simple—will BHAA be
successful in restoring the Bowles Hall Experience, in
a restored Bowles Hall? It may be awhile before we
know that, but we are carefully tuning and executing our
strategy for success,
and are cautiously
optimistic that we
will be so.

All the best . . .
Bob Sayles ‘52

Eleven Reasons
To Restore
Bowles Hall

I remember
walking back to
lunch with Harold
Weitzner, discussing
a problem on the
Putman Exam,
which he solved
with waving arms, in
a few dozen steps. I
remember the warmth of Mrs. Gilmore and the dignity
of Mrs. Beynen. I remember the chess ladder, where
only skill determined your place, and those immediately
below could challenge your spot once a week. A
freshman finally wore me down and I took my name off
the board rather than face yet one more draining hour of
combat.

I remember our boxer mascot, cut down by late
evening traffic, and the tearful crew that dug a grave for
him on the hillside. I remember the crude humor of the
secretary's report at the house meeting. I remember
Charles Larson, my senior roommate, getting me started

on hard problem sets, but having the wisdom to be
absent while I was finishing them up.

I remember watching football crowds pass up in front
of the Hall, optimistic before the game and chastened
after (the Bears usually lost). I remember an elaborate
scheme to steal the USC banner, including a specially
installed outside ladder on the press box, a TV uniform,
break-away clips on the flag poles, teams of runners
waiting for the banner to fall outside the stadium. Never
mind, rally committee stole the banner before it even
went up the poles and Bowles displayed it on the lawn
for the crowd leaving the game.

I remember the fellowship of the Dining Commons,
the cozy switchboard room, the empty attics, and most
of all, 204 fellow students from all over the state. I
remember the socials (we called them exchanges).

I remember the party, but not the occasion, that
turned the Lounge into a walkthrough maze of hanging
paper walls. The walls collected messages and poems
and telephone numbers until a late-evening conga line
snaked through the maze, got lost, and tore it to shreds.

I remember
watching the
campus-wide
panty raid, first
from inside Stern
Hall, then from
the Bowles lawn.
As Hall
president, I had to
deliver two crates
of stolen undies
to the police
station and $2040
in fines, Bowles'
share of what was
collected from
each and every
male student on
campus. And

yes, I remember other things less entertaining report:
the crew races at the annual beer bust, the punishment
meted out to egregious noise makers, or the Dorque
(should he be so unlucky as to lose The Thing), charging
up to the Big C one-hundred strong to punish some frat
rats who thought to shout insults down to our campus
home, and then explaining to Dean Stone why Bowles
should not be turned into a stable for football players.

These are the reasons to restore Bowles Hall. It
made 50 men each year. Until it is restored, we will
miss the opportunity for the next 50. Bill McKeeman,
Bill.McKeeman@mathworks


